
July 30, 2021 

Greetings Board Members: 

Below is a preliminary glimpse into our summer programming which highlights many positive 

aspects of teaching, learning, and overall essential activity.  There will be future updates with 

data and details regarding our students’ progress.   

Summer programming for students began on July 12 for students in grades Prek-12. The 

Prek-6 program runs from July 12 to August 6 in 8 hubs throughout the City, including one 

virtual site. Students in PreK-6 have the opportunity to attend a full day of programming that 

offers a mix of robust academics and enrichment activities. Some of the enrichment includes 

theatrical experiences hosted by Second Generation Theatre Company and world languages: 

Mandarin Chinese and Spanish! In addition, the Prek-6 program has four fun-themed weeks 

that include “Race to Read,” “Full Steam Ahead,” “Citizenship,” and “Around the World.”  

During the theme week, “Race to Read,” students took part in the City of Buffalo Mayor’s 

Summer Reading Challenge, and the Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Bookmobile visited 

summer school sites.   

PreK summer school students from School 93 had the opportunity to sign up for their own 

Buffalo Public Library card and sign out a book of their choice from the Book Mobile. Summer 

school students and staff from #99 were buzzing with excitement on their first day of 

programming as the “Welcome Bee” was there to greet all students! 

 



The 7-8 program is comprised of 4 half-day sites and 1 full-day site operating from July 12 to 

August 6.  The following courses are offered: English 7-8, Science 7-8, Social Studies 7-8, 

and Math 7-8.  The 7-8 program includes a virtual option for students.   

 

On Tuesday, July 27, the Office of Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Initiatives (CLRI), 

under the leadership of Associate Superintendent Dr. Fatima Morrell, relaunched the My 

Brother’s Keeper Male Academy, for boys in grades 7 and 8, at the historic Martin Luther 

King Park with Mayor Byron Brown and NY State Assembly Majority Leader Crystal Peoples 

Stokes. Our Keynote Speaker was Mr. David Banks, Esq. The 2021-2021 program utilizes the 

Ghanaian theme of Sankofa that represents the MBK commitment to “going back to reclaim 

culture, history, and pride in community”. The MBK scholars will engage in yearlong 

programming that focuses on these key principles of intellectual greatness. Mr. Banks 

delivered a riveting speech in the importance of self-love, brotherhood, and a focus on 

literacy and academic rigor. It was a well-attended event as community members welcomed 

the 70 new MBK scholars to the program. Immediately following the ceremony, the scholars 

and mentors conducted a community service exercise in which they cleaned up the nearby 

Fillmore area. Also present to welcome and bring well wishes to the scholars and families 

were Board President Louis Petrucci, Mrs. Sharon Belton-Cottman, Dr. Kathy Evans-Brown 

and Mrs. Paulette Woods. Congratulations to our new cohort of MBK Scholars! 

The 9-12 summer school program runs from July 12th to August 20th in each high school, 

district wide.  Each school created a unique program that met the needs of their student 

population.  Students were able to take up to a full day of courses for credit recovery.  

Summer school programming helps students complete the requirements for graduation and 

stay on track with their cohort. 

 



 

The Athletics Department is currently hosting Buffalo Athletics Summer Sports Camps 2021 

from July 12th through August 20th. We have approximately 350 students registered for 

summer camps. New to the Athletics Department is the High School's student-athletes 

Strength and Conditioning Camps, which were developed to prepare our athletes for their 

upcoming sports seasons.  Families had opportunities to register online and choose from 

various camps such as Swim, Basketball, Flag Football, Track, Cheer/Dance, Soccer, and 

Volleyball. All camps are held throughout the district in various high school facilities located 

in the four quadrants of the city.  This is an opportunity to get to build relationships because 

these programs are staffed with Coordinators and Coaches. We are also pleased to announce 

that we have 20 amazing Mayor Summer Youth interns from the City of Buffalo. They 

support and assist with the Athletic Department summer camps' daily operations and other 

departmental needs. What an exciting summer!! 

 

Say Yes launch at Gloria Parks Community Center with Mayor Brown, Say Yes Executive 

Director David Rust, and various Community Partners. 

 

 

 

Respectfully, Acting Superintendent 

Toyia Wilson, ASL 

 

 
 


